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could be enforced and there would be no
need for the amendment suggested.

The Premier: The trouble is that people

will not enrol.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: In times such
az the present when men arve seattered all
over the State tn a search for work, hard-
ship might result from a general attempt
te sceure convietions for failure to enrol,
but in ordinary times it will be different. I
know =ome people who have heen off the
rolls fur two vears or more and have made
no altempt whatever to he envolled. T guar-
anlee that if a svstematie canvass in some
of the metropolitan constituencies  were
undertaken, it would he found that thous-
ands of people were not envolled. TIf it were
appreciated that the law was fo be adminis-
tered stringently  but svmpathetieally, the
neces<ity for ranvassers would disappear
and evervone would he enrolled. On the other
hand. should someone assist an eleetor, who
wae ton lazy to attend to the matter him-
self. to Al in his  eclaim eard and
snhsequently  the eard  should  disap-
pear, T do nof =ee that the former
shonld bhe penalised. What T desire is
the rigid enforeement of the compul-
sory  enralment provisions of the Aect.
Tf that were carried out, the necessity for
this amendment would disappear altogether.
The Attorney General has outiined the pro-
cedure regarding objections to elaim eards.
As he said, T do not think it will make much
difference in actnal practice. As the mem-
her for South Fremantle said, T prefer that
20 people should be improperly on the voll
rather than that one or two who are entitleld
to be on the roll should be denied the op-
portunily to reecord their votes. There is
further evidence of a desive to keep people
off the rolls instead of enconraging them by
every possible means to get on the rolls. A
firm in the rity sent out to the persons on
the electoral roll a cirenlar. If a ecireular
was retnrned throuch the Dead Letter
Ofice, immediate objection was lodzed at
the FElectoral Office and the name of the
addressee was struek off the roll. I do not
think we should be so energetic in striking
peaple oft the rolls. There are some indi-
vidnals in the Government service who have
red tape wrapped right round them. Tf
they c¢an tske any possible objection fo
something which they consider is not right,
they will do so. Tifty elaim cards may
be lodzed the day bhefore an eleetion and
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an energetic, enthusiastie ved-tape official of
the type I have mentioned may reject them
because he considers the people are not en-
titled to he put on the roll. His action may
affect an etection. There might be an un-
sevnpulous partisan in some position in the
Electoral Department who perhaps would
use his position to disfranchise numbers of
people. We do not want to give anyone
that opportunity. T do not think the Bill
should he discussed further at this early
hour of the morning. I shall eonclude oy
saying that there is no hope of the measurs
passing this session. [ notice there are al-
ready two pages of amendments on the
Notice Paper. The proposed alteration nf
the law does not affect the members of this
House =0 much as it does the members of
another place. but they no doubt will alsv
make amendments. Tn the unlikely event of
the Bill being passed this session, then i
will hecome law within five or six weeks of
the issue of writs for the clections. It is
not right to alter the law at this stage, par-
tieularly in view of the nearness of the
fortheoming elections. T shall vote against
the Bill

On motion debate ad-

Journed.

by Mr. Panton,
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ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieni.-Governor vre-
ceived and read, notifving assent to the
Public Service Appeal Board Act Amend-
ment Bill,

BILL—LOAN, £2,176,000.
Third Reading.

Read a third time and pagsed.

BILL—WHEAT POOL.
As to Third Reading.

Dehate resumed from the 8th December.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-last) [4.36]:
Since this Bill bears a relation to a Bill
at present in another place, and may be
considerably affected by the fate of that Bill,
I suggest to the Minister that he defer fur-
ther consideration of the Bill before us un-
til we hear something more of the Bill still
in the Assembly.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—East) [+37]: This Bill iz 1o no
way connected with the Bill in the Assembly
reterred to by the hon. member. However,
if members would like this Bill deferred, I
have no objection to holding it over.

The PRESIDENT: I interpret that as a
personal explanation. I trust there will not
be many more.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan-Suburban) [4.38]: T am with Mr.
Seddon in the desire that the Bill he held
over, for I think there is a very distinct con-
nection between this Bill and the legisla-
tion in another place.

On motion by Hon. J.
adjourned.

Cornell, debate

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

Message from the Assembly requesting a
conference on the amendments insisted upon
by the Council, now considered:
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 move—

That the conference requested by the
Assemblvwon the amendments insisted upon
by the Council be agreed to, that Hon. J. J.
Holmes, Hon. A. Thomson and the mover be
appointed managers for the Council, that the
President’s room be the place of meeting, and
the time 7.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Second Reading.

Debate reswned from the Sth December.

HON, J, M. DREW (Central) [4.40]:
Last yeur in dealing with the unemployment
dithculty, I expressed the opinion that even
if the prices of our primary products
reached profitable figures, it would be some
vears before it would be possible to get the
greater number of the men now out of work
re-emploved. [ pointed out that heavy loan
expenditure had created a large labouring
population, and that as the ability to bor-
row money on the old-time scale or any-
thing approaching it had disappeared and
was not likely to reappear for a very long
tirme, the necessity for facing the posttion
and dealing with the problem was of urgent
importance. One temedy I suggested was
the settlement of carvefully chosen married
men on small blocks with good soil in coun-
try easy to clear, with a sufficient rainfall,
and where the men could scon produce most
of the necessnries of life. If that eannot
be done with many of those now on the
dole, if if eannot he done as it was done in
the early days of colonisation in Western
Australia, I see no cheering prospects ahead.
But I am merely making passing reference
to that question in order to lead up to some-
thing closely associated with the Bill we
have hefore us. Towards the ciose of last
session Mr. Thomson gave the House, what
was news to me, and I think to many other
members, the information that the Govern-
ment had embarked on an extensive irriga-
tion scheme to serve a comparatively small
area of land out from the Collie River. The
hon. memher quite properly complained
that the Government had not taken Parlia-
ment into their confidence in that matter.
But that is not all. After Parliament had
adjourned I discovered there was another
costly settlement in progress, that the Gov-
ernment were diverting the course of the
Harvey River 14 miles to the sea by means
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of a deep and wide channel, and that sho-
vels and wheelbarrows were mainly uzed in
the work of excavation. One of the objeets
was certainly praiseworthy, in that it was
to provide work for the unemploved. But a
matter of great importance is the question
whether these underfakings will prove of
benefit to the State, or whether, like others
which have preceded them, they will become
a burden on the State. If the land is gooid
along the Harvey River and not too highly
capitalised, the step is in the right direction.
‘With the resources the Government have at
their disposal, there is no exeuse for adding
to the cost hv uwzing shovels and wheelbar-
rows for the exeavation of the chanel, The
up-to-date machinery in the possession of
the Government should have heen used, and
when the job is finished the men should be
employed on other work. Parliament, how-
ever, has no information concerning the
scheme, but has simply been asked to pro-
vide.funds with which to earry it out. Tn
the case of the Collie scheme, the land i:
held by old settlers, who are already using
it productively in the orowing of fodder
plants. Not one settler will be added :o
the present number unless the holders arz
able to unload without loss. which iz prac-
tieally impossible if the facts and figures
are taken into consideration. Tt is said that
only. 11,600 acres will he served hy this
scheme, and that if the land is rated. it
will eavry an added capitalisation of £30
per acre. On top of that, the land will have
to be graded by the owner, and that will
run into a considerable sum. The hasis of
my statement is a letter which Mr. Thom-
son received from Mr. Alfred Clifton, who
bas for many years lived in the districk
Mr. Thomson read this letter to the House
when he made hiz comments last year. 1
have been waiting patiently during the pre-
sent sesston for information concerning the
Harvey proposition, but it has not heen
touched upon. The Loan Estimates give
some idea of the financial side. The item a-
it appears on the Estimates is included in
several other votes and wndertakings, Tt
reads, “Water supply in agricultural and
North-West districts, including drainage
and irrigation, and loans and grants to local
anthorities and drainage boards.” That ,s
mot very enlightening, and it i< a very
enrious mixture to include irrigation in the
Sonth-West with works in the North-West.
I find that under these headings £257.000
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was spent last year, and that the estimated
expenditure for this year, ineluding £75,000
recoup to Lozn Suspense Aceount, is a
total of £365,000. Tn reply to the debate
on fhe second reading of the TLoan
Bill the Chief Secretarvy said that the esti-
mated cost of the Collie scheme was £330,
000.  After exhaustive inquiry by experts,
the {rrigation Commission =aid thai the
works would henefit the State and he re-
produetive in a hroad sense. The repoxts
of experts earry verv little weight with
me. There are lasting monuments in This
State to the mistakes of experts, and the
least said about them in these debates the
hetter for {hose who would be inelined to
uze their recommendations coneerning any
scheme that might be proposed. Tf past
experience goes for anything, the Bstimates
will he vastly exceeded. Tt would be inter-
esting to know, hofh in connection with
Harvey and Collie, what avea will be bene-
fited if these schemes prove a snceess. and
whether the 0ld settlers out from Collie
are to he taxed for water for irrization
purposes, despite the faet that a large
number of them were opposed to the pro-
position from its inception. They did not
change their minds until an Under Seere-
tary of one of the depariments visifed
them and explained the matter fully, I
suppose from the standpeint of the (iov-
ernment. If the old settlers are vated on
the bhasis of the capitalisafion—we are
told the estimated cost iz €£330,000—nand
the area to be benefited i= only 11,000 acres,
it follows that the land will be loaded with
a liahility of £30 per aecre. On top of that
there will he the cost of grading. Tf the
Iand is rated, there will he a wholesale re-
fusal to pay the rates, and the great bulk
of the money, if not all, will be written off.
The taxpayvers will bear the burden, as they
have had to hear many similar burdens be-
fore. No inerveased settlement worth men-
tioning is likely to result from ihis fan-
tastie  proposition.  Netther of these
schemes. heeanse of their eost and capitali-
sation, is suitahle for the absorption of
unemploved. T agree wilh Mr. Thomsen
that the fime is ripe for the introduction
of a Bill to establish a public works com-
mitee, On three oceasions, in 1911, 1912
and 1913, T brought down a Bill with that
ahjeet in view. but on each nceasion it was
defeated. There was to be a committee of
five, two from the Assembly and two from
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the Council and the chairman to be a mem-
ber ot Cahinet, thus giving the Govern-
ment a majority on the Committee, Par-
linment was suspieious, and on that ground
I helieve the Bill was defeated.

Hon, (+ W, Miles: I think it was de-
feated Dhecanse a  labour CGovernment
hrought it in.

lion, J. M. DRIEW: Under that Bill, any
work which was estimated to cost nore
than £20,000 would have been veferred to
that eommittee. Tn these times. and in
the times to follow for some years when
we shall have to look at every sixpence
before we spend it, the amount conld well
he reduced to £15.000.

Hon, G, W. Miles: T agree with your
statement.

Hom. J. M. DREW: [f a conscientious
public works commit{ee, consisting of mem-
bers of Parliament, were formed, T am cer-
tain they would do their duty inteliigenily
and well. no matter to which party they
might belong. TIf the present Government
are in power next session I hope they will
introduce a Bill in accordanee with my
suggestion. .

Hon. Bir Edward Wittenoom: The com-
mitfee would always he supporters of the
Government in power.

Hon. J. M., DREW: XNot neeessarily. T.

have had experience of conferences when
nmenbers have thrown wside their political
views, and endeavoured to bring about a
satisfactory settlement. When the re-
sponsibility is cast npon them, they prove
erqual to it in every respect. T can see no
signz of a return to prosperity, and no
good can be done hy obscuring the faet.
The practieal failuve of the recent loan
shows how difficult it is to raize money in
Australin.  The floating debt of the Com-
monwealth and the States iz approaching
£100,600.000, made up of short term loans.
hank advanees and overdrafts huilt up
since we were able to horrow overseas in
1928-29. The defcit portion must be
funded sooner or later, and that must
amount to a considerable sum by this time.
Under the Finaneial Agreement a sinking
fund of four per eent. must be established.
That will considerably harass the States
and the Clommonwealth when it comes into
operation, unlesz the Act is amended in
roodl time.

Hon. 6. W. Miles: Treasurers ought to
be compelled to balance their budgets.
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Hon. J. M. DREW: The price of gold
has gone up and is still going up. Every
advance in the value of gold diminishes
the value of goods in accordance with
economic law.  Unless some =ystem is suc-
cessfully established for facilitating Inter-
national credit to permit of a bettor ex-
change of trade hetween nations, there will
be a hig obstacle to the world’s progress.
We have wheat and wool for sale, and
there are other countries which require
those commodities that have other articles
which we caonnot produce, and which it
would not pay us to produce; but owing
to the failure of the medium of exchange,
those different eountries cannot be brought
together gn a trade basis. The whole world
is in poverty while it is teeming ‘with
wealth of wvarious kinds. The world at
present is sullen and unsettled, furnish-
ing all the essential elements for war.
Surely the League of Nations realises the
danger, and, if so, might it not suggest in
the interests of peace an International con-
ference of statesmen io grapple with this
important problem?

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is coming within
the next six months.

Hon. J. M. DREW ; T hope z0. The gold
mining industry is coming to the rescue
of the State once more. It is making
great progress everywhere, espeeially in
my Province. 1 give t(he Minister for
AMines eredit for doing his best to assist
the industry with the limited funds at his
command. There are, however, some com-
plaints in the Murchison district concern-
ing certain failures of administration. One
is in reference to the method adopted of
charging for the treatment of sands. There
has been an alteration. T understand that
instead of the former rate of Ts. per ton
heing charged, 2 dwts. and 8 grains of
vold are taken. The departinent thus gets
more than 7s. since it gets alse the pre-
minum on the gold. This is concidered by
the prospectors to be grossly unfair.

Hen. (v W, Miles: Tt is unfair.

Hon. J. M. DREW : There are many pro-
tesls against it in every portion of the
Murchizon.  Representationz made to the
department have led to no satisfactory ve-
sults, The only reply miven iz that they
must make up on the sands what they lose
in the erushing. Tt is urged that to test
the position and remove any misunder<tand-
ing half-vearly halance sheetz should he
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issued by the Mines Department showing
the cost to the department of erushing, and
also the cost of the treatment of the sands,
in addition, the gain resulting from the pro-
cess adopted under the new system. Per.
haps the strongest objeetion on the Mur-
chison to the administration of the depart-
ment is based on the holding up of large
areas of country by way of reservations, thus
restricting the prospector in pursuit of his
avocation. The orviginal reservations were
made pending anticipated flotations, but
years have passed by—three or four or more
to my knowledge—and no flotations have
heen accomplished. Nor in many cases have
any genuine attempts been made in  that
direction, 1t is of that that I complain, I
am not referring to eases i which bona
fide elforts, with hopes of ultimate sucecess,
have been exerted to bring capital into the
country, but to those who hold the reserva-
tions and are simply sitting down and do-
ing nothing the Government should extend
no mercy. Surely it is a mistake at a time
like the present, when there aure so many
men out of work, and so many are anxiouns
to go prospecting, to permit these reser-
vations to continue to exist without good
cause. T am told that in one little centre
on the Murchison, previously unknown ex-
cept to those who prospected the country
30 or 40 years ago, there is a reservation
in the name of one man exlending over an

area of 3,000 acres, and prospectors say

that they have no idea of the boundaries of
the area so reserved. The consequence is
that prospectors have to keep miles away
from it in order to avoid committing =2
breach of the law. The general opinion on
the fields is that applications for conees-
sions should go through the YWarden’s Court,
so- that there would be local knowledge of
what was going on, and anyone who de-
sired to objeet eould do so and give rea-
sons why the applieation should not be
granted. In the past the cmstom has been
—unot only during the regime of the pre-
sent Government hut with other Govern-
ments—for the applications for reservations
to he made in Perth where the department
has adjudicated on the question, Perhaps
that was not a very important matter when
there was a slump in the mining indus-
try, but it is certainly of considerable im-
portance now when prospecting is regarded
as an alluring oecupation, and in many ve-
spects a profitable one. T shonld like to he
supplied, during the Parliamentavy recess,
with a statement showing the different min-
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ing reservations that have been granted in
the provinee I represent, the aren of eacl,
and the name or names of the person or
persons at whose request the reservations
were made.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: What were
the veservations for; prospeeting?

Hon. J, M. DREW: No, holding them in
anticipation of eompanies heing formed,
That was all right provided a specified time
was set out in which to float a company, but
thit period shonld not be allowed to run
into years. Iu conclusion, T wish to suy that
T am glad the Government have nof ueg-
lected the Gernldton distriet. The harbour
works at Geraldton lave been kept ygoing
as well as was expected, in view of the finan-
cial position.  The Wicherina dam which
supplies Geraldron with water, hag been
roofed with the object of preventing evapor-
ation to the extent of something like
4,000,000 gallons of water per aunum. That
evaporation to o large extent will no longer
oeenr, ns the result of the sheds which have
been put over the arvea.  Part-tuime work
s also heen provided for many men in
the district. 1 trust that any eriticism I have
offered dnving the course of these remarks,
or on previons oceasions, will not bhe re-
garded as having heen coneeived in a earp-
ing spivir, but from the standpoint of what

.I consider to bhe the hest interests of the

State,

HON. G. W. MILES (North) 5.77: I
desire to say a few words, first of all, witn
regard to the financial emergency legisia-
tion which was passed last vear. 1 claim
that the Government have not earried out
the intention of the legislation, nor have the
financial institutions done so. When the
2214 per cent. reduction was brought about,
it was understood that that would be passed
on to the grower so as to bring down tne
cost of production, and it was elaimed fur-
ther that it would mean inevensed employ-
ment.  As far as the Anancial institutions ave
‘concerned the banks have reduced their in-
terest, and I agree with -ther members who
have said that it is due to the way in which
the banks have leen run jin the past that
Australin has been saved from iotal col-
lapse. But while conlinual borrowing woes
on, T do not seec how we can gel out of our
diffieulties, nor will the Govermments he
able to balance (heir budgets, With rezand
to the brokering firms, wool buyers havc
been visiting the Great Southern distrieis
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and bhave been buying zome of the clips
there for 10d. a Ih. Other farmers in these
distriets have heen sending their wool to

Perth for disposal and have realised
under 9d. per Ib, while it has cost
them an esxtra 1d. for railage and
charges,  There is something wrong with
the whole business that permits that
sort of thing to take place. Brokers

offer an insult to the growers when they
announce that to show their sympathy te-
wavrds the growers they propose to reduce
the handling charges by five per cent.
on  one farthing  per b That  five
per eent. amounts te about 30s. per 100
hales of wool.  Under the emergency
legislation it was the duty of the brokers
t» reduce their charges to the growers. hut
I am told that some of tke financial institu-
tions have opened what they ecall No, 2
aceounts. This needs inquiring into and 1!
it is true we should see to it that the emer-
weney legislation is entorced.

Hon, W, H. Kitson:
the No. 2 aceount !

Hon. G, W, MILES: So that clients will
pay an extra rate of interest. Disbursements
connected with the earrying on of the farm
or stagion are debited to the No. 2 account.
I am told on good authority that that has
actually happened.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: What rate of inter-
est 15 paid on the No. 2 account?

Hon, G. W. MILES: T am not in a posi-
tion to say, though I helieve it is six per
cent. The clip is eredited to the No. 1 ae-
count, which is charged the lower rate of
interest. Eventually that is wiped out and
the expenditure connected with running the
station or farm is debited to the No. 2
account. That is how it has heen put to
me. ! i

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: It is a
wonder that the people deal with those insti-
tutions.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The people are
forced to deal with them. Any institution
that is earrving on that class of busines
should be compelled to observe the con-
ditions of the emergency legislation.  An-
other matter to which | desive to refer deals
with the transport of eattle. I have hera a
statement made by the Leader of the House
with reference to a proposal for the devel-
opment of Northern Australia—the other
side of the Continent. This is part of a
seheme I, with others, had the honour to

What is the idea of
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put up some 10 or 12 vewrs ago. The
Leader of the Houze is a responsible Minis.
ter and when he makes a statement publicly
it is asswmed that that statement is correct,
and that he knows what he is talking abont.
This is the statement to which T toke ex-
ception. He =aid recently, referving to
cattle transpori—

®uch transportation is toe costly, both for
the eattle industry and the taxpavers. T am
of opinion that the layving down of extensive
railway  lines for the «evelopment of the
vatile industry is not warranted. Cattle taken
over long sections of railway eanuat be mar-
keted in a satisfactory condition. More
espeeinlly does this apply to cattle eonsignedd
to treatment works, hecause they lose condi-
tion and alse get broised in transit. The
kandling of eattle over large areas is best
arhieved by having holding grounds close to
treatment works, or to a port, if shipment is
desited.  Cattle after transit could remain in
those holding grounds for a season, and would
then have a vhance of being treated and
marketed in first-class condition.

The latter part applies to where there are
no means of transport, but what I wish te
deal with is that part relating to rail trans-
port. Some vears ago I had the pleasure of
meeting Sir Sidney Kidman, who is recog-
nised as the greatest authority on eattle in
Austratia,  He knows more ahout cattle
than doez any other man in the Common-
wenlfth, and he said to me that we were right
ahead of any other part of the world in re-
speet of the handling of sheep, hut we did
not know the ARC of the cattle husiness.
In Ameviea, he pointed out, they trans-
ported their stock 1,000 miles by rail, took
them out of the frucks every day to give
them a drink and a feed of oil-cake and
licerne. Tn Australia we knoeked the con-
dition off our ecattle by droving them
to market and this, I wish to point out,
is a Hat eontradiction of the view ex-
pressed by the lLeader of the House. The
Minister, | Lave no douht, was referving to
the cattle that were rvailed from Meeka-
thavrn to Midland.  On that line I know
that some of the drivers of the train are
atlowed to have too much refreshment dur-
ing the journey, and when stopping or start-
ing the trains suddenly, the ecattle are
knocked about. If we were able properly
to deal with men of that type, the railways
could be run more satisfactorily and stock
could be moved with perhaps as little injury
as is done to them in Ameriea. I wish to
congratulate Mr. Holmes and Mr. Seddon
on their speeches on the Bill, and to endorsze
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what they suid. During the last three years
the public delt oi the State has inereased
by £8,000,000, representing an increase of
£18 1=, per lhiead of population. The Loau
Bill passed last weel authorised the raising
of unother £2,000,000, which represents an
additional burden of £5 per head of popula-
tion. The expenditure in this State works
ont at £16 per minute day and night. The
country cannot afford that, and sooner or
Inter we shall have to eall a halt,  This
eternal borrowing—aone member described it
as horrow, hellow, boom and busi—
is the policy that has bheen adopted
by all Governments in Australia dur-
ing the last tem or 12 vears. They
have borrowed at any time, in any
place, and at any price. The other night 1
asked the House to enter a protest against
the continual horrowing. It is as much the
fault of members of this House as of nem-
hers of another place or of the Government
that this pernicious system of horrowing has
heen allowed to econtinue. The Council
should have passed a vesolution to deleie »
small ameunt as an indieation to the public
that we are opposed to eontinnal horrowing.
When in Committee I am going fo
test the feeling hy asking members to re-
duce an item. T am told we are not per-
mitted to do that, and that my aection will
create a crisis. It that is so, the sooner the
crisis is created, the betfer. The sooner the
publi¢ vealise the position, the hetter. We
cannot go on horrowing as we have heen
doing. 1 reiterate what T have stated pre-
vionsly, that T hope the loan Couneil will
not find any further money, and that Gov-
ernmentz will be forced to halance their
hudgets. 1§ the Loan Couneil had nol im-
posed the present embargo, there would
hiave been no attempt to keep the deficit ac
under a million during the eurrent financial
vear. When the announcement was made
that the CGovermnent were hudgeting for a
deficit  of £760,000, 1 said 1 did not
think the Government would live up to if,
and [ de not think they will do so, In
1430 Sir Otte Niemever told us that if
we made a cut of 20 per cent. then.
we could get around the corner in reason-
able time, but that if we postponed it for
a year, a eut of 30 per cent. would he neces-
sary, while a delay of vet another year
wauld neressitate a ent of 40 poer cent. The
Governments of Australia dul not play the
wame: they would not [aee the situation in
1930.  They drifted on unlil 1931 when
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emergency legislation was introdueed, and
that provided for culs of uvaly 18 to 22
per ¢eni. The reductions then made should
have eyualled at least 33 1,3rd per cent.
Before we get out ol vur troubles, we shail
have to make reductions on a graduated
scale ranging from 10 to 30 per ceni. The
question of the duplication ol services by
Commonwealth and States has not been
tackled. The Commonwealth and State Gov-
ernments have been spending up to £450
per minute day and night. Anyone who
rends the Commwnwealth Auditor-General’s
report will find references to overlapping
and to the cosi of social services, Soeial
services are costing £45,000,000 u year,
which is eqnal to £6 10s. for every man,
woman and child, That money is being ex-
permtled on eld age and invalid pensions,
war pensions, cmaternity  bonuses, police,
health, and education. TEconomies must he
effected in all those departments. I agree
with Sir Fdward Witienoon that the Gov-
ernment’s contribulions to the University
should he ¢ut out at once. Bursaries should
be provided for smart children, but the par-
ents of other students should pay for their
education. I am told that people are eom-
ing to this State in order to get free edn-
cation for their children, and the rest of
the taxpavers have to find the money for if.
Onr taxpayers have to foot the hill for
edueating their own children, and now have
to find money to cdueate the childven of
other people whn nre coming here for the
<ake of the free University edneation.

Ton. W. H. Kitson: You do not helieve
that, surely! |

Hon. G. W, MILES: T do. Social ser-
vices eannot be continued on the present
hasis. They should not Le entirely elimin-
ated, but thev will have {0 be modified.

Hon. W. H. Kitron: Where would vou
start ?

Hon. G. W, MILES: 1 have already
stuted many times where T would start. [t
wag the duty of the Government to eut Min-
isters’ salariex by 33 1/3vd per cent. Mem-
bers of Tarliament should have given the
public a lead, instead of agreeing to a paltry
10 per eent. reduction at first and then, when
foreced, agreeing to anather 10 per eent. ve-
durtion. Members were quite ready to in-
crease their own salaries by 50 per eent. a
few years ago. I they had given the publie
a lead, not one-half of the existing dissatis-
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Laction wonld have prevailed, | regret that
we did not have & Government same enough
tn make the necessury cut<. Had they heen
made, the presenl position would not have
been so had.  The finaneial emergeney tax
passed recently shonld have heen introdueed
in 1930. The rate should bave been 6d.
in the pound and if the necessary economies
had been effected in that vear, we would not
have heen confronfed with the present Ade-
ficit. The only woy to restore confidenee s
for (he Government to balance the budget.
U ntil the budget is halanced and interest
and sinking fund eommitments are met, T
am woing (o vote against any forther hor.
rowing. Tn reply to a statement made by
My, T. Moore, who veferred to bringing
down intevest rates, T say that thev will
ceme down if eonfidence is restored by Gov-
ernments halancing their budgeis.  Tnterest
rates have heen reduced to some extent.
Over £6,000,000 has heen saved in interest
by the eonversion following on the adoplion
of the Premiers’ Plan. I am not opposed to
the Premiers’ Plan, All T am complaining
of is that Governments did not go further o
halanee their budeets and create confidenes.

Hon., W. H. Kitson: You are not con-

sistent.  Yon have already expleded that

hagey.
Hon. € W, MILES: What hogev?
Hon. W. H. Kitson: Ahout interest rates

coming down.

Hon. 6. W. MTLES: Let me read what
the Commonwenlth Auditor (ieneral has
snid-——

The aveonnts of the vear 1931-32 refleet the
savings in interest cffected by the great loan
conversion, as well as the reductions brought
ahoant by the Finaneial Rmergency legislation,
designed to rednee expenditure both in the
Commonwealth and the States, hy abhout 20
per cent. The savings in interest amounted,
in round figures, to £6,500,000., The full sav-
ing of 0 per cenf. in reducible expenditure
under the Premiers’ Plan has, owing to =a
variety of causes, not heen fully realised in
all States, but taken together, the great and
verv serious revenue deficiencies of the pre-
vious wvear have very lareely disappeared from
the transactions of 1931-32, . . . . The heavy
and nneconomic cost of sustenance to the un-
employed is the most serious problem.  As
taxation has already heeome undnly heavy,
almost the ouly solution is to make decper
cuts in oxpenditure, and in this eonnection the
possibilities of savings in the cost of social
services are dealt with at the end of this
paragraph.

1 intend te quote those references. pro.
Fontly. State trading concerns are cost-
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ing money, and should have heen wiped out
long ago. Continuing, the Commonwealth
Awditor General said—

L have previously referred to possible over-
lapping in the Commonwealth and States in
certain activities, and I 'am aware that in-
vestigations have already been made with the
object of curtailing expenditure in that dirce-
tion.

What has been idone effectively fo curtail
overlapping?  We have overlapping in the
Electoral Department, Public Works De-
partment, IHealth Department, Torests De-
partment, and so on. Those questions should
have been faced a vear or two ago, and not
allowed to drag on. They will have to he
faced before long.

Hon, W. H. Nitson: Do not you think
we should pass those departments over to
the Commonwealth?

Hon, G. W. MILES: 1 do not know, hat
if something is not done soon, we shall have
to have either separation or unification,

Hon. W, J. Mann: Are you a unification-
ist?

Hon, G. W, MILES: No. I am arguing
that Governments have not done their duty,
and will force unifieation upon us.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: Do not blame us for
what the Federal Government do.

Hon. G. W. MILES: 1 am blaming the
hon. member for what the Lahouwr Govern-
ment did, but I am including all Govern-
ments. The Commonwealth Auditor Gen-
eral also stated—

The amount being paid out in Australia at
the present time for socinl services is an
enormous sum,  Figures recently quoted in the
Henate show that the cost has risen from
£5,769,33% in 1911 to £45,087,916 in 1931, It is
not casy to deecide in all cases the items of
expenditure which come under the head of
social services. . . . The amount received by
Australian  Governments from taxation is
abont £82,000,000 2 year, of which about
£63,000,000 is absorbed in interest, sinking
fund and exchange, leaving only £19,000,000
towards the cost of social services of, say,
£45,000,000, That deficiency of £26,000,000, a5
well as the ordinary expenses of Gavernment,
has to be provided out of the carnings over
the working expenses of husiness undertak-
ings, say £18,000,000, assisted by miscellancous
revenne amounting to about £22,000,000 re-
veived from other sources,

That shows how serious the position has
hecome.

Hon.. W. H. Nitson: Your last staie.
ment is the secvet of the whole trouble—
taxation £82,000,000,
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Hon. G. W. MILES: How are we going
to reduce it if we continue to employ num-
bers of civil servants whose services we eould
do without?

Hon. W. H. Kitson: How is it disbursed?

Hon, G. W. MTLES: Parily by paying
members of Parlioment more than they are
entitled to receive during this erisis.

Houn. Sir Edward Wittenoom: More than
they are worth? ’

Hon. G. W. MILES: Prabably more than
the majority of them are worth. I wish to
enter an emphatiec protest against the man-
ner in which all Government accounts have
heen kept for a rumber of vears. The
method of Government hookkeeping hood-
winks the taxpayers of the eountry.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It iz on its own.

Hon. G. W. MTLES: The Government put
np certain figures to hoodwink the taxpavers.
I want to see the whole system altered.

Hon, 8ir Edward Wittenoom: That is a
strong statement.

Hon, G. W. MILES: It is not too strong.
Let me say that T have done the State Audi-
tor General the honour of reading his re-
port from cover to cover. In case other
members have not read the report I wish
to quofe some extracts—

In complinnce with Section 33 of the Audit
Act, 1904, the Auditor General submits to

Parliament his report upon the public accounts
for the xear ended 30th June, 1932,

The report is 1ssued for the henefit of mem-
bers of Parlinment so that they may see
how the accounts of the State are kept. T
appeal to memhers’ consciences to take more
interest in the finaneial affairs of the State
than they have in the past. The repori eon-
finues—

The Treasury was advised of any imaecura-
cies discovered during the course of checking
to permit of desired alterations heing made
before the returns were finally printed.

I am quoting this not against the Mitehell
Government, the Collier Government, or any
partienlar Government; it is against all Gov-
ernments.  The system has been in opera-
tion for wvears. I wish to show how the
public were hoodwinked when the CGovern-
ment revealed a defiecit of 1% millions last
vear. There iz the following paragraph—

Under the Audit Act the Aunditor General is
obliged to publish purticulars of cxpenditure
which might by law have been charged against
the Reveuue Fund duwring the year, but was
not so charged. The only practicable method

of obtaining this information is through re-
tarns from departmentz,  These were ob-
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tained, and a summary of ‘he result appeurs
in Appendix 3 of this report, the total amount
being £161,5382 0s. 3d.

The meaning of that paragraph is that
items representing a total of £161,582

would bave been taken into aecount in the
deficit had proper books of acecount heen
kept by the Government departments. [
repeat what 1 have said betore: If private
individuals ran their businesses in the way
Government departments keep their ae-
counts, there would not he sufficient gaols
in Australin to hold them. If members turn
to Appendix 3, they will find particulars
of expenditure claims against the Consoli-
dated Revenne Fund as at the 30th June,
1932, which might by law have heen charged
but were not so charged. These amounnts
represent items that ave not taken into ae-
count at the end of a finaneial year, and arc
held over s=o that the position may appear
so much better. The items in the appendix
include some like the following :—
£ s. d.
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sew.
erage, and Drainage Dept. ..
Goldfields Water Supply

1,438 11 1
G606 5 9

Railways—Salaries and Wages 67,812 10 7
Railways—Creditors’ Accounts 16411 12 5
Eleetrieits  Supply—Creditors

Accounts .. 9381 9 10

Unemployment Relief . 31587 12 8

There are many other items and the total,
as I have pointed out before, represents
£161,582, Will thisz House tolerate that sort
of thing any longer? Ave we to he treated
like school children by Governments thai
adopt this procedure year nffer wvear?
Should we not enter an emphatic protest
and tell the Governmenf that the State’s
aceounts must be kept on proper lines?
Are we to continue this practice for genera-
tion after generation? The sooner we adopt
a strong attitude on this question and tell
the Government that it must stop, the hetter
it will be. For my part, T say it has to
stop. Here is another paragraph from the
Aunditor-General’s report—

The *‘Loan Suspense ' * cxpenditure for the
Year 183132 applied to ome heading only,
namely, *C Water Supply in Agrieultoral Areas,
i4s. 3d.”"  The methold of treating
such expenditure as o loan fund drawing pend-
ing Parlinmentary authorisation i3 incorrect,
as, under the Appropriation Aet, it should re-
main as an outstanding under the Poblie Ae-
vount under the ‘Advance to Treasurer’’
until Parfiament deals with the matter. This
mattec has been commented npon in previous
reports.



{13 DeceuBER, 1932.]

Still it goes on. Comments are made by tne
Auditor General year after vear, but Par-
liament takes no notice of the position. It
does not matter il we bring ahout a erisis.
Now is the time, when a Nationalist Gov-
ernment 1s in power, for us to take strong
action.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Is it net
the duty of the Legislative Assembly to do
that?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, but ithe fact
that the Legislative Assembly fail to do their
duiy is no reason why we should negleet
to earry out ours. Soonecr or later a Labour
Government will be in power. I am sorry
to say that, in-my opinion, in this Housze
greater opposition is shown to a Labour Gov-
ernment than to a Nafional Government.
Should a Labour Government take offiee,
and we take a definite stand on this ques-
tion, we will be acecused of acting alony

pariy lings. This s not a pmty
House, and, therefore, T claim that th's
Is the time that we =zhould fake

action against the present Government. Be-
fore the Bill is passed, we shall see whether
the House will assist me by entering an
emphatic profest. The next paragraph 1
will quote deals with the Sale of Govern-
ment Property Trust Account. This is what
the Anditor General has to say—

Under the provisions af the Financial

Agrecment Aet, 1928, the Government Pro-
perty Sales Fund eeased as regards further
credits.  The amount to the eredit of the fund
is heing ahsorbed by Votes on the Estimates,
and new items ereated by the Governor. A
sum of £51,923 I7s, 2d. was expended during
the venr {for fetails, see Treasury Return No,
30), and the balance available for further
appropriation was £60,874 s, Ad.
The method of dealing with the Sale of
Government Property Trast Aecount should
he altered. Parlinment agrees to a losu heing
floated and certain work is carried out in
consequence. Should the Government sell
any of the assets secured by the expenditure
of that loan, the money so obfained iz paid
into the Sale of Government Property Trinat
Account and from time to time the
Government ask Parliament to appro-
priate amounts from the secount to
Consohidated Hevenue. Thaf money should
be utilised towards the vedemption of
the liability.

Hon. J. M. Drew: The procedure adopted
is strietly in accordance with the Finan.
eial Agreement,
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Hon. (. W, MILES: Yesg, and would be
all vight if the Government were balane-
ing their Budget and providing the ncces-
sary sinking fund. The Financial Agree-
inenl set out distinetly that in the event
of a Clovernment experiencing a deficit, a
4 per cent. sinking fund had to be set
aside to meet it. If the provisions of the
Finanecial Agreement were really being
earried ont, and the 4 per cent. fund were
being created to meet deficits, we would
be in n warse position than the figures
show to-day. The only peoints of real
advantnge, in my opinion, that are em-
hodied in the Finaneial Agreement refer
to the provision of the sinking fund and
the prevention of Government horrowing.
The ohjeet was to foree Treasurers to bal-
ance their Budgets. If we are to balance
the Budget, and pay the necessary 'in-
terest and sinking fund charges, the posi-
tion will be satisfactory. But here we
have heen going for the last three vears with
defieit afrer deficit.

Hon. H. Seddon: For 135 vears,

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenom: The last
30 vears. ,

Hon. G, W. MILES: I do not know
cxactly how long it is.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Since the
Secaddan Government were in power.

Hon, G0 W. MILES: The fact remains
that the system must be altered. Unless
Governments balance their Budgets, the
svstem wilj vontinue and we hall he worse
off than ever. Jloney is borrowed for the
purpose of construeting railways that will
henelit in helping to develop aveas. The
land iz sold on eonditional purchase terms,
and the money from that source is paid
into Consolidated Revenue, That is wrong,
and [ regret that the House did not agree
to My, Thomson’s motion to have an in-
(uiry into such matters. If we had adopted
that eourse, the committee of inquiry could
have placed proposals before the Govern-
ment. The money derived from that source
should go towards the liquidation of our
liabilities. TIf that had heen dene in the
past, the capitalisation of the railways
would not stand at such a high figure to-
day, and the railways would now be able
to carry produce at more reasonable rates.
Instead of that, the present zvstem has
operated, and what the position of future
generations will be when no land will he
available for sale, I fail to appreciate.
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Recently we celebrated the centenary of
the Legislative (oune¢il, and we can pay a
tribute of respect to the way in which the
men of those days handled the affairs of
the country. What will the next gencration
say about this Parliament for selling lheir
birthright 7 The course we are pursuing
will absolutely ruin them. We are not giv-
ing the hoys and girls a ehance, and sooner
or later—well, I would not like to say
what I think will happen. You, Mr. Pre-
sident, might say that my language was
unparliamentary. Reverting to the Auditor
(ieneral’s veport, I find the following un-
der the heading of ‘‘Advance to Trea-
surer’ '—

Omitting interest charges for the year
1931-32 on the advances to the old company
and the Hquidator—

Hon, W. H. Kitson: What company does
that vefer to?

Hon. ¢, W. MILES: It refers to
Calyx Poreelain Co. Ltd.—

the

—the amount to be recovered by the State
at the 30th Juue, 1932, wus— ‘
£ 5. d.
Advauces to the company prier

to liquidation (imcluding in-

terest caleulated to 30th June,

1981) .. . o
Advances to the liquidator (in-

cludling interest cnleulated to

30th June, 1931} . .
Advances undler the heading

‘¢ Advance to Treasnrer’’ not

recouped .. . ..
Advauees to the option holder

(Mr. P, N. Vincent) subse-

quent to 12th November, 1931
Tuterest on Lank overdraft cal-

culated to 31st March, 1932,

paid by the Srate ..

19,808 2 10

-
ol
7]

14,039
447 11 10
900 0 0
124 5 0

.. £35,539 15 4

Total

The State was also liable for the bank over-
draft (set down by the liquidator at £3,923)
guaranieced by the Treasurer

This kind of thing must be cut out. The
State cannot continue making advances
of this deseription and losing thousands
of pounds a year. The Auditor-General
continues—

According to the opinion of the Assistant
Crown Solivitor {see No. 301, Appendix 5),
the liguidator and receiver, also the option
holder, are mot ‘‘public aceountants’’ under
the Audit Act, and therefore there is no au-
thority for the Auditor General te aundit the
acvounts. The Treasury is evidently taking
aetion as regards the option holder, und it has
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been suggested that the aceounts of the Re-
ceiver should also be audited.

This sort of thing has been going on for
a nunmber of years, and it is impossible
for the conntry to continue such a system.

Hon. H, Seddon: What ahout the Mau-
ganese Co,?

Hon. W. H. Kitson: lloes the Auditor-
Cteneral say anything about the Carnarvon
Meat Company?

Hon. G, W, MILES: The position re-
garding that company may be just as bad.
1 have not noticed anything aboui that, or
I wonld quote it too. I am not speaking
as n parish-pump politician: [ am trving
to speak in a statesmanlike way. Whether
the hon. memher ean follow ne or not, 1
cannot say. Here is another paragraph
whieh has reference ta the transfer of the
State Savings Bank—

No specifie veference appeared in the Trans-
for Agreement or the ratifyving Act to the
Depositors” Unclaimed Fuand shown in the
books of the bank with a credit balance, at
the date of the transter, of approximately
£28,000. Under the State Savings Bank Act,
1806, aay individual balances remaining in
this fund for a period of 10 years were pay-
able to the State Revenue Fund., The Crown
Solicitor was appreached in rvegard to the
mnatter, and he expressed the opinion (see No.
208, Appendix 3) that the ‘“mmenevs having
heen transferred to the Commonwealth Bank

will remain the property of such bank and
the State cannot claim the same.’

There is another £28,000, which through
an oversight and avising out of rush legis-
lation, was handed over to the Common-
wealth CGovernment. How can we expect
Budgets to balance when that sort of thing
goes on? Here is another item with re-
ference to the inspection of the Lands Tle-
partment nccounts—

The proceeds of sales of cream at the depot
have been credited to the Revenue Fund., So
long as the operafing expenses are eharged
against the T.oan Tund, that fond should he
credited with proceeds of this nature.

That kind of thing is pointed out by the
Auditor-General right through his report.
The existing method of keeping accounts
is wrong, Money is spent from Loan funds,
and then proceeds are devoled to bolster-
ing up Consolidated Revenue.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: To what does your
last quotation refer?

Hon. ¢t W. MILES: The Sabina Vale
Stock Depot. T am sorry I have to men-
tion that, hecause it has reference to the
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South-West, and I may be seccused of
speaking against that part of the State. !
am merely quoting these extracts to make
my peint regarding the method ot (iovern-
ment finance. There is a paragraph deal-
ing with group ~ettlement, and on that sub-
Jeet | find the Aunditor General has this to
say—

The lus<e< amd nnrecoverable expenditure
were—
|4 s, d.
Ascertained losses on holil-
ings trausferred to thu
Agricultural Bank and land
available for selection
Livestock, plant, buildings,
land purchased, debtors und
unreceverahle sundry ex-
penses .. ..
Administration costs not re-
coverihle

4 11

4,923,500
104,104 18 6
159,124 17 8

£3,288,818 19 |

Less—

Deductions from the losses
and unrecovernble expendi-
ture for intcrest chuarges
spread over holdings, cte.,
in exceess of the interest
payments from the Loan

Fund GU7,340 1 4

Net Losses .. £4081,479 17 @

T do not know what has been done in regarid
to that. T think we are still to a certain ex-
tent advaneiny money to people who should
not he ont the lanil. The whole thing wants
cleaning up. i we could, ax suggested by
AMr. Thomsen and Mr. Ddrew, appoint a pub-
lic works commitier to investirate all ex-
penditure before Parliament is called upon
to pass if, we would ke in a far better posi-
tion. Mr. Drew put up a case in 1971 and
al=o in 1912 and 1913 for such a committee,
hat T suppose the proposal was turned dowu
heenuse it was hrought forward by a Labour
Governmenf. Then Mr. Thomson suggested
the appointment of 2 eommittes and it was
turned down heeanse he happened io repre-
sent the Great Southern, or Katannine.
Hon, W. ). Maun: Why Katanning!
Hon, G. W. MILES: Why anywhere? No
matter what i= =aid, no notice i= taken. [
know it 1s enly waste of time for me to stand
up here, hut [ am doing what [ consider to
be my duty, und | am pointing out to nem-
bers what T consider to be their duty.
Whetler they are prepared to o on in the
Tuture as they have done in the past is their
outlook. T will record my vote. even if [
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have only one or two {o support me. The
report continued—

Interest met from capital: Under the Bauk
Act, ndministration expenses are payable out
of invome, but repayments of prineipal by
mortgagors rzay he used to meet sinking fund
and interest it the batance of the income is
tusufficient for these purposes.  After pro-
vitling for administration expenses and sink-
ing fuld the income and principal repayments
for the year 14931-32 were insullicient to meet
the tull ameunt of interest payable, and
capital moncys supplied to the bank were used
to make np the shortage.

Ble~s my soul! Arve we going to allow this
to continue ! 1t hax been going on for years.
Is it ol time we had a ¢lean up and brought
about a1 crisiz! The report continued—

I'roperties  repossessed:  Returns  prepared
departmentally  show:—576  properties with
itebts rotalling £69%,214% %s. 1ikd. came into the
Banl's possession during the vear. 342 pro-
perties were sold, or partly sold, during the
vear for €329315 10s., the losses written off
on sale totalling £48,538 2s. 5d. 569 properties
weie on the hands of the Bank at the 30th
June, 1932 with debts  totalling  £1,032,846
145, 2.

Houw long is this to continue!  Yet the
Government bring in a measure to inerense
the capital of the Agricultural Bank! 1t
must go through, because the Government
have hronght it in, and the Housa will not
have another Government.

Hon. AL M. Clvdesdale: Why not change
the Government!

tlon. . W. MiLES: The previous Gov-
ernment were worse, I am not picking out
one Government more than another.  Tha
previous (Government spent £4,000,000 a
vear. | want the House fo enter a protest
hefore another Government gets into power,
=0 that we shall not he accused of heing
a party Honse. There is another statement
in reference to the indebtedness of setilers
which T necd not guote.  The report eon-
tinned-—

The capital upon which interest was charged
against the Loard Ly the Treasury was re-
duced by—

£ s 4

Sinking fund acecumuiations
from 30th June, 1927, to
30th Tane, 1431 .. ..
Accumulated loss as shown by
the board’s aceount af 3lst

AMareh, 1921 TASAT2 00

Xo further sinking fund has been paid by the
Board subsequent to 3uth June, 1931
Section 23 (23 of the Industries Assistance
Act, 1913, reads:—** Al moneys received in
repavment of advances shall be placed to the

23704 1 °
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credit of a Suspense Account to be kept at
the Treasury, and the moneys for the time
being to the credit of such account may be
applied in payment of intevest and contribu-
tions to the Sinking Fund in respect of Loan
Funds appropriated to the purposes of this
Act, and the expenses of administering this
Act, und the surplus for the time being to the
credit of such account may be applied by the
Colonial Treasurer in making further advances
under this Act.’’ As the colleetions credited
to the Trust Account were less than the
amount paid to the Treasury for interest, it
follows that the -foregeing provision has not
heen observed, and moneys transferred to the
Board from the Loan Fund have been par-
tiallv used towards paying interest and ad-
ministration expenses.

Do members rvealise what all this means?
The whole business of the country is being
covered up. If there were a true stockiak-
ing of the Siate we would find we are
millions more behind than we apppar to be
to-day. The farmers ave worse off than the
farmers in Russia. The Government have
socialised farming; they will socialise every-
thing if we let things go on in this way. The
(Government are just as much in favour of
the socialisation of industry as the previous
Government were. With regard to the Auditor
General’s remarks upon the Department of
Agricalture, Vermin Trust Aecount, a credit
balanee is shown. I marked that, hecanse
I want the Government to do something to
help to destrov the vermin in the country.
That eredit balanve was provided by the
pastoralists and the farmers. The vermin
tate was lowered, with thé result that there
hias been an iercase of dingoes, foxes, and
rabbits throughout the country. The rate
should he ineremsed and the Government
should provide money to keep Crown lands
free from vermin, instead of expecting
people on alienated Crown lands to do the
work for them. I now eome to an interest-
ing item. It is only small, but members have
21l heard of the wonderful nugget recently
found on the coldlivlds. This iz the =tate-
ment in regard to it—

The following statement shows the ocet on

the Loan Fand and the Revenue Fand in ore-
gard to the purchase, exhibition, and sale of

the nugget:—TLoan Fuad, debited with par-
chase price, £5,438 4s. 2d.; Revenuwe Fund,
credited with sale proceerds, £6,647 13s. 1d.

(including Gold Bounty, £127 2= 11d.}, and
debited with £586 7s. 2d., loss on exhibitions,
and £36 11s. 4., transport expenses of the nug-
get from the Fields to Perth. The net amount
eredited to the Fund was £6,024 14, 74. The
reason for erediting the Revenue Fund with
the «ale proceeds of the nugget, when the pur-
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chase money hid been charged to the loan
Fund, was stated to be to comply with Section
4 {3) of the Finanecial Agreement Act, 192§,
which resds:—4“. . ... All proceeds of sale of
Government property shall be paid ta
a special account of the Consolidated Rov-
cnpe.’’ It is rensonable te doubt that such a
course was anticipated in a case of this naiure.
If, at the time the purchase money was charged
to the Loun Fund, it was the intention to sell
the nugget the Fund could have been debited.

There is another easze in point. These things
arve happening all the time. Is it right o
allow them to continue?

Hon. J, M. Drew: No.

Hon. G . MILES: Of course not.
L hope the conseience of members will
prick them and that they will look inte
these matters thewmselves and not go on
ar they have done in the past. Governments
say that it is the duty of this House to agres
to certain iweasures hecause they are money
tills. I think the wmembers of thix House
have not done their duty to the ecountry.
Even the minor protests that we made
against the Loan Bill the other night were
not mentioned in the Press. We said we
ohjected to the Government horrowing fur-
ther monev. My desire is to see publicity
given to this question and if the Press will
not publish our remarks T will take means
to have them published myseif. T will
divide the Houre znd let the public kuow
what the opinions of memhers of Parlia-
ment are, and so ascertain whether they will
allow this state of affairs to continue.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Intimidation!

Hon. . W. MILES: You can take it
which wav von like. With regard fo the
Metropolitan  Traffie  Trust Aecount, the
Anditnr Ceneral savs—

Tn regard to payments from the Traffic Trust
Aveount for interest and sinkirg fund on half
the smount approprinted by Parlinment  for
cortain roads, Section 13 {3} of the Traffic
Act fixes a maximem of nine per cent. The
maximunt has heen applied, of whieh three
per cent, represents sinking fopd, No sinking
fund is in existerce, as contributions are n=wl
Ly the National Debt Sinking Fund Commis-
gion te repurchase and eancel stocks.  The
sinking fund eontributions by the State (&s.
rer cent.) and the Commonwealth (2w ful, or
s, per cent)) would not cqual the amount
trimsferred from the Traffic Trust to the Rev-
enue Fund. The latter ghould not receive more
than it provides.

T now come to a matter whiet affects mefro-
politan members. T may ne aceused of
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Lakinz an iuterest in wetropulitan matters,
a~ 1 mave lheard other membeiz accused of
riking an interest in the goldfields. | am
not o zoldiields member, but o mewmber for
Western Australia, and [ ~hall reter to the
Aletropolitan Water Supply, Seweraze and
Drainage Department. Thix i~ the position,
antl this is where the Guovernment, as |
stafed at the beginning of my ~peech; have
not earried ont the intention ol the Finan.
cial legi-lation.  There ix a
credit balanee in conmection with this item
that should have been pas-ed on to the rate
paycrs of the metropolilan area in order
tee peducee their ~ewerage mul water rate-.
But the Government come alone, ax they
come along in eonnection with lHehting and
gas, T think gas 15 a Government husine-s.
IMon. 0. M. Threw: Nn: plectrie light is.

Hon. (+. W. MILES: The Gen-
eral =aid—

Ewmerwency

Auditor

The position at 30rh June, 1032, aceording 1o
the bouoks, in regard to the revenue accounts of

the Metropolitan Water Supply, Seworage, arld
Drainage Department, was as under:
Warer Supply Section : [ € R,

lixce<s of income aver ex-
penditure for the 3
elnding inrerest and si
fog fund. ete.

Iatere<t for the ¥

sinking fund for (he \mr

2ELGHG 1T 1]

et

Iimdtd v 3

SR T

Prolit for the year...

Water ~upply is a monopoely and  the
people of the metropolitan shoull
have heen vrelieved of payment of rutes
to  the extent of that profit. There
should not bhe any hook profit shewn, In-
stead, that amount will be taken into Con-
solidate:] Revenue and the ratepavers will
have to Ffoot the bill.  They do not know
they are doing it. The zame vemark ap-
plies to the people who u<e the Fremantle
Harhour Trust. Of the revenue of the
Trust, £80.00G or 0000 per annum goes

Hren

into general revenue; it wa< £120,000 re-
cently. The Harbour Trust i» a taxing ma-
chine.  Under the Loan Bill which the House

passed last week, it i~ propo<ed to horrow
monev for the extension of the Fremantle
harbour. Then, in regard to the Forests De-
partment, vear after vear we atated that
exce~s revenue was to he paid into a Tru<l
Account Tor refovestation. hecause if that
were not done the Government would take
the amonnt into revenue. We fourht Gov-
ernments time after time and when Lahour
memhers were returtted a few years ago we
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could not get the nccessary majority, with
the vesult that the Government appropriated
that mouey {or other purposes. They did
exaetly what members said they would do.
The House, by a majority of 16 to four, gave
the Government £100,000 for reforestation

Houn. . M. Clydesdale: Why not spend
it on the North-\West?

Hon. G. W, MILES: No. Run the coun-
try on decent lines. The Auditor General’s
report, in connection with the Water Supply.
Seweraze and Drainage Department, con-
tinnes:—

Sowerage Sectlon @ £ sd £ aod

Excess of Income over expen-

diture for the year, ex-

cinding interest and sink-

lng fund . e LR L0 B N §
Interest for the year 0 N I I 1
sinking fund for the year... 2614 7 1o

RE AT I

Protit for (he year ... \.Ill..-‘ll l.la

T'he accumulated protic under the three divi-
sions (water supply, sewerage, and drainage)
at 30th June, 1932, was £286,857 18s. 7d. A
contributing factor to this total was the appli-
cation of the provisions of the Financial Agyre-
ment Act, 1928, resulting in—(a) A decrease
in rhe rates of sinking fund. (b) A reduetion
in the ecapital (hascd upon the accumulated
sinking fund at 20-6-27Y upon whielh interest
was charged.

This is covering up the tracks, The Andi-
tor General has pointed ont that that should
not zo into revenue.

Hon. (. W, MILES: People in the metro-
politan avea have had their wages reduced,
but there has been no marked reduction in
sewerage rates or water rates. Here is an-
other item, State Trading Concerns. The
Muditor General savs—

The following particulars abstracted from
the departmental statements. show the profit

or loxe for each of the Btatr trading coneerns
far the year 1931-32:—

Profit. Tavi<,
s A N
Sawmills w0801 11 5
shippime Serviee . JR20 U 8
Implement and B nszmm-rln-'

Woark- . HE1
Wyendhan Meat Work- ... 1 7
SFickworks . 17 6
Bova {narry | ]
Huotel see MRADD 01D
Frrrive . . LS U

B NI S U S FHURH I S

(e} it halamee on profit and liss aerount afrer
utilivlion of €405 2. Sl of wnappropristed proges,
and E245400 1740 61 transferted frome reserves,

iy For the year emlal st Desember, 18351,
The hotelx do not show half the profit that
they =hould. The Government wonld do bet-
ter to leuse themn to busines~ men.  And if
the lavernment were ta get out of the other
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trading concerns, it would save the country
a great deal of monev. It is of no use Min-
isters saying they cannot sacrifice these trad-
ing concerns, for business peopie have to
take sacrifices, and so will the Government.
Are we to allow this kind of thing to go
on? Men get into Parliament and cast their
votes quite against what they know to be
business principles,

Hon. W, H. Kitson: Would you dispose
of the State steamers?

Hon. G, W. MILES: Yes, on certain eon-
ditions.  We shonld have a subsidised line
of steamers and we should fix the fares and
freights, as we did before. We would then
zet o much better service than we have to-
day. Then we get this interesting table from
the Auditor General’s report—

Interest whieh had not Dbeen earned was
transferred to the revenue fund Erom the bank-

ing accounts of five of the State trading con-
cerng, as follows:—

£ s. d

Implement and Euginecring
Works .. 13,772 6 8§
Shipping Serviee 36,888 16 5
Brickworks 2,761 10 10
Quarries 2,116 2 4
Sawmills 1,801 11 3
Total CETS0 T8

Now 1 think I have quoted suificiently from
that report to appeal to members to study
it for themselves and assist me to enter a
protest against the way in whieh the ae-
counts of the country have been kept for
a number of vears past. Mr. Drew refer-
red to the Collie irrigation and drainage
scheme, and I want to enter my protest
against that work having been proceeded
with. The Government could have employed
far more men if they had continued to carry
out the scheme previously in hand, namely,
the paving of 10s. per-week to farmers for
employing men. It provided the men with
emplovment and with deecent homes, and it
ereated work for the railways and the wharf
lunpers by produeing an exportable com-
modity, Bub that was ent out in November
of last year. \Why, T canunot understand. Tt
has been said it was because one or two
farmers abused the scheme and paid off some
of their men previously employed. For that
they should have heen prosecuted. Mr. Sed-
don and Mr, Drew referred to the loan re-
cently floated, showing that the public of
Australin have not vet the confidence they
would have if budgets were balanceed. The
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other day the Premier made a statement ve-
garding the banks. It has been said the
hanks have not played the game, Actually,
the position is that the banks in this State
have loaned out three or four millions in
excess of the deposits they have received.
Moreover, it is well known that the hanks
saved Ausiralia from total collapse. The
affairs of the world are now rapidly com-
ing lto n head. There will be an Interna-
tional Conference within the next six months,
when, T feel confident, debts will he ad-
justed and tariffs redueed in order to pro-

mote a récovery of international trade.
The onty way that recovery can be
brought about is by the price  of

gold falling and commodity prices rising.
But here in Austraha we have nof vel
hrought down the cost of production as far
as it should have heen brought. Unless the
recovery takes place pretty guickly, there
will have to be further economies made he”
fore we are round the corner. During the
decade 1920-1930 Australians were spend-
ing £40,000,000 per annum more than they
earned. Although not to the same extent,
they are still going on in the same way.
There were puhlished some time ago, when
Australia was horrowing from Ameriea,
some lines which give the position exactly.
Let me quote them—

Ye bunkers of 0l England who sit at howe
at ease,’

List to the cry for help that comes from far-
off southern seas:

CAdvance Australia money so that we don’t
have fo sow,

But merely reap the benefit of the money that
we owe.

And we’ll pay you what you lend vs with the
money that we owe.'’

Austrajia has a motto, ’tis known throughout
the world—

‘“Advance Australia money’
is unfurled.

What is a thousand milliens on which to come

und go?

put another 1’ in

another 1 O,**

And we'll pay you what you lend ws with the
mobtey that we owe.

* on our banner

Just frout, and add

Australia needs no bulwarks, no towers atong
the steep,

What Australians need is money so we can
eat and sleep,

And journev out te Randwick and sece the
lsaster Show

And buy a Yankee motor car, to Yankee pie-
tures go.

And we'll pay yon what you lend us with the
money that we awe.



(13 DecExeer, 1932.]

Advairce Australia money; if vou decline with
thanka,

Don’t think that it will make us suve, we've
always got the Yanks.

Advance Australia money, advance Australia
fair,

You can’t advance too much, my lads, Aus.
tralin will be there.

And don’t be scared, my bhonny boys, of
course yvoun always know

We ¢an pay vou what you lend us with the
money that we owe.

On wotion by Hon. E. H. H. Hall, debate
adjourned.

Sitting suspended from $.13 to 8.55 pon.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Conference Munuger's Report.

The CHIEER SECRETARY: T desire to
report that the Managers of this House
met the Managers of another place and
agreed as follows:—

Amendment No. 15, Clanse 39.—That the
words ‘“and from time to time’’ previously
struck out, he re-inserted; und that the words
““deemed to he,’” previously struck out, be re-
inserted.

Amendment No. 14, Clanse 63, page 27,
paragraph  (b).—Re-insert and  tmend the
clause by inserting after the word ‘“Act,’’ in
line 3, the words ‘"provided that no hoard shall
appoint or dismiss an auditor without first oh-
taining the consent of the Minister.’?

Amendment No. 13, Clause 6+3—Previously
deleted, that this be re-inserted.

I move—
That the report be adopted.

Hon, J. (‘GENELL: 1 understand that
when the Bill was originally in Committee,
Clause 39 was struck ount.  Subzequently a
new glause was inserted at the instigation
of {he Chief Secrefary, and the words
“from time to time’™ and “or by the Min-
ister arc deemed to be,’” were not con-
tained in that new clause. The new clanse
weni to another place which  disagreed
with it, and asked for the reinstatement
of the orginal elause. Tt appears that the
conference did not eonsider the original
clause, but the new clause submitted by
the Chief Secretary, and agreed to reinsert
in the alternative clause the word< that
had heen struek out of the original clause.

The PRESIDENT : Tt would be hetter it
the matter were discnssed in Committee.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: | muve—-

That the President leave the Chair, and the
House resolve into Committee,

Hon, J. CORNELL: I do not know jor
what purpose the Chief Secretary desives
to go inte Committee. The amendwments
must he mnde, so it is immmaterial whether
they are made in the full Council or in
Conimittee.

The PRESIDENT: It will Eacilitate ex-
planations if we go into Committec.

Hon, J. M. DREW: In the whole of my
experience, T have never known sueh a
course to be propoesed.  The cunference
report must either be uccepted or rejected.
1t we go into conumittes, the Bill will he
lost, sinee we eannot amend it. The Bill
cannot live if we amend it. An agreement
has been avrived at by the sonference, and
we must either anceept or reject the Con-
ference report. Personally T am in faveur
of accepting the report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: With the
permission of the House, 1T would like to
withdraw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am sorry :t mis- -
take has been wmade. The inteniion was
that the ariginal elauze shonld be reinserted.
W agreed to the reinsertion of that elause
subject to the words ““are deemed hy the
Minister to he” he struck out.

Hon. J. 1. HOLAIES: T am not vespon-
sible for the manner in which the confer-
ence repeori has been put up. We rein-
serted the clause with the deletion of the
words ‘‘or by the Minister are deemed io
he.?” which were moved in this Honse hy
Mr. Nicholson.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The original Com-
mittee deleted Clause 39 on the motion by
My, Thomson. The Committee divided, and
the voting was 16 to 6. The ¢lause read—

The Governor may at auy time and from
time to time by preclamation declare that in
any distriet or any porfion of a distriet it
shall be lawful to nse wood in the consiruction
of the external and internal wails of any build-
ing intended for use a5 a dwelling-house . . . .
and until such provision is revoked . . . .jand
of any hy-laws made thereunder which are, or
hy the Minister are deemed to be, inconsistent
with or repugnant to the authority . . . . .,
Subseyuenily the Chief Secvetury moved
that Clause 39, which was struck out, be re-
ingerted in an altered form. On anendment
by Mr. Nicholson the words “*and from time
to time’" were struck ent. Later on the
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words “or by the Minister are deemed to
be” were struck out. That elause, as
amended, was sent to the Assembly, and the
Assembly disagreed and asked for the rein-
stutement of the original Clause 39.  This
House insisted on the Minister's amendment
as amended. Which clause is to remain in
the Bill, the original Clause 39, or the alter-
native elanse moved by the Minister with the
amendmenis of Mr. Nicholson disallowed?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Conference
overlooked the amendment wmade hy this
House. We dealt with Clause 39 of the Bill
as it eame to this House. Conference agreed
to aceept the clause in that form, retaining
the words “from time to time” and “ave
deemed to be,” but striking out the words
“hy the Minister are.”

Hon. G. W, MILES: As there has evi-.

dently heen a misunderstanding, I suggest
that progress be reported or that the sitting
be snspended,

The Chief Seeretary: There is no mis-
understanding.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Are we asked to
agree fo the reinsertion of the original
clanse with the deletion of the words, “or by
the Minister are”?

The PRESIDEXT: The guestion is that
the report be adopted. If any member is in
douhbt, T am sure the Minister will read the
veport again.

Hon. A, THOAMSON: [ should like that
point cleared up.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The confer-
ence agreed to give the power to the Gov-
ernor fo control hoards.

Hon. J. Cornell; Then the repert is for
the reinstatement of the original Clause 39
with the alteration T mentioned.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.

Question put and passed.

BILL—MINE WORKERS' RELIEY,
First Reading,
Received trom the Assembly and rvead a
fivst time.

Seeond Rending.,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Han. C. I7,
Baxter—BEast) [9.10] in moving the second
reading said: The purpose of the Bill is to
provide a fund for the relief of mine workers
«uffering from T.B. or any disecase or mal-
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ady dirvectly aitributable to their occupation
as mine workers. It will vepeal the Miners'
Phthisis Aet of 1922, which provides for
compensation being paid to mine workers
and their dependants when they are prohib-
ited from employment in the industry, if
upon examination by the Cuommonwealth
laboratory officials they are found to be
suffering from tuberculosis. Provision is
made in the Bill for all benefits under the
Miners’ Phthisis Act to vontinue as if the
Act wuere still in existenee, and the provi-
sions of this Bill will apply as from the
date of its ecommencement upon proclaw-
tion. Under the Miners’ Phthisis Act o
worker was not prohibited from working
natil he had contracted tubeveulosis.  Jle
was then prohibifed and became entitled to
compensation. This had the effect of comn-
pelling men to remain in the industry long
alter they should have left it, and it is for
the purpose of improving the position in
this direetion that the BRill is now intro-
dneed,

IF & miner suffering from silicosis in any
stage veases work without bheing prohibited,
atdl elaims compensation under the Workers'
Compensation Act he has to prove that he
1= totally incapaeitated and has contracted
an industrial disease before he can receive
the compensation provided under the Third
Schedule of that Act. The result is that he
almost invariably continugs working until
his health is very seriously and permanently
impaired, and eventually contracts tuher-
eulozis and obfains compensation under the
Miners' Phthisis Aet. On an average, snch
a mine worker, once he has coniracted
T.B.,, iz not likely to live for more than
three or four vears longer. Under the pro-
visions of the Workers’ Compensation Act,
he may receive a weekly pavment, ineluding
pavment for his dependants, which mnst
not exceod £3 10s. per week, until he ha=
received the amount of £750, which is the
maximum under the Aet, Under the Miner<
Phthizis Act he may teccive weekly pay-
ments for himself and his dependants, not
exeerding fhe hasic wage, and pavmeni is
eontinued to his dependants after his death.
without limitation of time.

The Bill now provides that when a miner
reaches the stage known as “silicosis ad-
vanced” or of “silicosiz plus T.B.” ho shall
he entitled fto compensation under the
Workers' Compensation Act and the labora-
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tory certificate staring that he is so suffer-
ing shall he proof that he is eutitled in econm-
pen=ation under the Act.

It is proposed that the differcnce be-
tween £3 10s per week allowed under Work-

ers’ Compensation Ael, and the basie
wage allowed under the Miners® Phthisis

Aet, will he made up, if he is entitled to
it, by contribution from the Mine Workers’
Holief Tund, to whieh of vcourse he will
have been contributing, and after he has
exhausted the amount of £750 under the
Workers’ Compensation Aet, he and his
dependants will then be entitled to pay-
ment under the Mine Workers’ Relict Aet,
only, aecording to a prescribed schedule.
[f a mine worker is found to he suffering
from silicosis early, which is not a c¢on-
tagious disease, he will be notified and may
if he chooses, continue fo work in the
mine, but il he clects to leave the industry,
lin may register within three months with
the Mines Department, and may there-
after, provided he keeps up his subserip-
tions to the Mine Workers' Relief Fund,
be eligible to receive the henelits pre-
scribed under that found if he should at
any future date, be found, upon examina-
tion at the laboratory, to he suffering
from T.B. and silicesis, or from silicosis in
an advanced stage. If his disease reaches
such a stage within 12 months after his
leaving the industry he will he entitled to
campensation under the Workers® Compen-
sation Xet: if more than 12 months have
elapsed, he will he entitled to benelits un-
der the prescribed seale of the Mine Work-
ers’ Relief Fuud. If a wmine worker were
found to be suffering from  tuberculosis
only, which iz not an industrial discase,
he would not he entitled to compenzation
under the Workers® Compensation ek, In
order to obtain the benefits under the Mine
Workers' Belief Fund, he must have been
emploved in the mining industry of Wes-
tern Australia, for a period of not less
than two years, unless lie had heen pre-
viously examined hy the laboratory. 'The
reason Tor thiz provision is that it iz not
always eonvenient for a man applying for
admission to the industry, fo proceed to
Kalzoorlie to be examined, and therefore
the Bill provides that he may be examined
v a medieal praetitioner, who may fail to
d}sco\-er that the applicant is suffering
from T.B. and if, on a subse;uent examina-
tion at the lahoratory within two years
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of his being employed in the industry, be
is tfound to he suffering from T.B. only,
it is assumed that he was so sulfering when
he joined the industry. But if at any ex-
amination, the laboratory was unable to
discover any trace of T.B., then, although
he may not have worked in the industry
for two vears and was subsequently found
to be suffering from T.B, it would be
considered thal he had contracted it in the
industry. The compensation te such a per-
son sulfering [from T.B. which is not an
industrial disease, would come from the
Mine Workers' Relief ¥und, and such
henetits will he prescribed by regulations
that will enable him und his dependants
to receive up to the basie wage, if so en-
titled, unlil a total payment of £730 had
heen made, and thereafter in the same
manner as others under the Mine Work-
ers’ Relief Fund.

It is alse intended to bring prospectors
under the provisions of the Bill,  There
are hetween 2,000 and 3,000 men working in
this industry whe are classed as prospee-
tors. The great majority of them are
awners of mining tenements, known as
prospeeting arveas or gold mining leases,
and are, in fact, small mine owners, Some
of them work their own shows withont
assiztance, whilst others have miners working
tor them. These men ave, therefore, not
employees and are not entilled ta benefits
under the Miners’' Phthisis Aet, although
working in the tndustry to the same extent
as mine employees. Special provision has
therefore heen  made  to enable  such
men to  gualify for benefits under rthis
nieasure. Any saeh  person, who is
free  trom the diseases which would
disqualify  him  from employment as
a mine worker under the Mines Regn-
lation Act and its regulations, or who is
suffering from silicosis in the early stages
onlv but i~ entively [ree from T.B., mav
register with the Mine Workers' Relief
Beard. If he is suffering from silicosiz in
the carly stages, he must produce evidence
to prove that he has been engaged in the
industry in Western Australia for a period
agarenating five yvears. If he is able {o ob-
tain the initial eertificate showing that he
= free from disease and from silicosis, no
period of engagement in the industry will
be neressary. If he registers he mav sub-
seribe to the fund and the Treasurer will
suhsgerihe an egual amount, and if at a later
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period, he is found, on examination at the
laboratory, to be suffering from T.B. or
T.B. with silicosis or from silicosis in the
advanced stage, and has regularly subseribed
to the fund, then he shall he eutitled to ve-
ceive out of the fund, the same benefits as
a mine worker found to be suffering from
T.B. only. A further provision is made to
enable the bourd to grant benefits, which
will be prescribed by regulation, to any mine
worker, who, after two years’ amployment
in the industry, may become incapacitated,
or whose earning power may be matevially
prejudiced by veasun of any disease or mal-
ady, which may be legitimately atiributed
to the nature of his employment as 2 mine
worker in the mining industry in YWestern
Australia, subject to resirictions regarding
his rights under the Workers’ Compensation
Aet and other divizsions of this Bill.

Those are the main prineiples of the Bill
as applying to benefits to be derived by
sufferers from diseases peculiar lo the min-
ing industry. Whilst it is no part of this
Bill to say who shall or shall not be en-
gaged in the industry, it is necessary, for
the purposes of the measure, to restriet en-
trants to the indnstry through the Mines Reg-
ulations Aet and its regulations. However,
men suffering from T.B. or from silicosis
advanced, will not bhe permitted to enter the
industry, hoth for their own sake and for
the protection of other workers. A cerfain
amount of hardship has been inflicted on a
number of men who had been for many years
engaged in the mining industry in Western
Australia. These men had been affecied with
dust Jodgment and in some cases had reached
the early silicosis stages, and for this reason
had left the mdustry and found work in
some other oecupation. Neow, however, ow-
ing to unemployment, they have found them-
selves stranded and wish to go baek to the
mining industry, Under existing conditions,
they have to be re-examined as entrants for
the first time and must bhe free from all dis-
eases, including silicosis enrly, and are there-
fore debarred from employment in the in-
dustry, The wining industry requires such
trained and experienced men, so provision
has been made by which they may now he
taken back into the industry, subject to eer-
fain resirictions. They will not be allowed
to work underground—this has a very wide
meaning as members can see by the inter-
pretation clanse—except in certain specified
mines, and then oniv on the rerlificate ol
the inspector of mines or a medical prae-
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Litioner, stating that such work is neither
detrimental to the man or to his fellow
workers. This certificate may be withdrawn
at any timé.  These workers will be granted
what is known as o readmission certificate,
and ns they had previously worked for a
lengthy period and had in many ecases con-
tributed to the Mine Waorkers’ Relief Fund,
md will, on readmission, again contribute,
thex will be subject to the provisions of this
Bill. Others may he admitted under special
certifientes to work in ecertain places, bat

will not  he entitled to any benefits
a5 they  had probably  progressed too
far in the way of contracting diseases.

Provision is also made to permit a persun
who may accept some position which is di-
rectly or indivectly connected with the min-
ing industry, but who would not bhe actuaily
a mine worker, to ohtain the approval of
the Governor to be included under the term
“mine worker,” so that he may again be
employed as soch, subject to him laving
kept up bis contributicns to the fund, and
to entille him to the benefits of this nweaznre.

The remaining provisions of the Bill pro-
vide for the establishment of a Mine Work-
ers” Raliet I"und Board, which will be on
praetically the same hasis as the present Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund Board which is oper-
ating voluntarily. This hoard will control
the fund to which it shall be compulsery
for all employers in the mining industry, all
employees, and the Government, & contri-
bute in equal part. Speeial provision has
been made to enable the hoard to provide
an insurance or indemnity in vespeet to the
amonnts of any benefit under this neasure.
This provision iz made in ease it may he
desirable to insure some of those benefits
that are now provided under the Workers
Compensation Act. T feel sure members will
agree that this legislation should have Leen
possed many years ago. Tlere is no doubt
that it will do much to deerease the ruvare-
of T.B. amongst miners, and will enronrage
able-bodied men to join the industry, know-
ing that efficient steps are being talen i«
protect their health, and in the event of
their contracting diseases peculiar to this
industry, that they will receive adequate
compensation. T move:—

That thi=s Rill he now read an second time.

(m Hon, 11. Seddon, dehate

adjourned.

motion by
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BILL—NARROGIN HOSPITAL,

Reeeived from the Assembly and read a
Cir=t time.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Asseambly's Further Messagel

Message From the Assembly received amd
read, notitving that i had adopted the re-
pori of the conference manngers.

BILL—RESERVES.
fn Commiilee.

Resumed Crom the 8th Deecmber.  Hon.
4. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Seere-
tary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 7—A1720 (King'= Park), exclu-
sion of Perth sub. lot 490 at Crawley (part-
Iy considered).

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Since the Bill was
previously hefore the Commitiee, T have
seen a membher of the King's Park hoard and
the seeretary ol the board. They assured me
that the hoard approved of fhe re-opening
ol the voad at the south end of King’s Park,
hut that the hoard had not heen requested
to exclude from King’s Park the three acres
of Limd ontside the park fence at the south
end.

Hou. A, Thom=on: Did not the Govern-
ment knoaw that the hoard controlled the
park?

on, 4, J. HOLMEN: Yes. [ was told
how the board came to acquire that par-
ticular piecee of land. T was wiven to them
in exchange for a piece of land further
ﬂ\\'ﬂ_\'.

Hon. A. Thomson: Then thev wonld not
mis= if.

Hon, J. 1. HOLMES: They would.  As
a maltef ot ceurtesy, the hoard shonld have
Dbeen askeill whether they objected to this
land heing taken from them. T oppose the
amendment. The Committee should he told
what is proposed to be done with the land.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I am surprized (o
hear what Mr. Holmes has fold the Com-
mitter. T certainly thought, when T spoke
previonsly. that the King’s Park hoard had
heen approached, but whether they were
approached or not is immaterial. bhecause T
intend on every occazion to oppose any
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attempt o whittle away any part of King's
Park. 1 have always taken up that atei-
tude, and hope 1 shall continme to do so.
Now we are infoned that the King's Park
board have not heen consulted. The seere-
tary of the boand has no knowledge of the
watrer.  Mr. Nicholson, a member of the
board, also knows nothing about the pro-
posal,  Yet a Bill of this kind is submitted
te the House without its having first heen
referred to the anthorities who control the
park.  No maiter how the King's Park
buard achuired the land, it was subsenyuently
melnded in Reserve 1720, For what pur-
pose is it proposed to iransfer the land
to the Government? T did not ask that
question hefore, hecanse the point does not
coneern me, hut other members may want
to know the ohject of the proposed annexa-
tion. Tf the clanse is passed by the Commit-
tee, T shall be in a positien to say in the
future that it was not passed with my sup-
port.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All T know
is that so far as the road is concerned, the
King's Park board agreed to that.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: That is so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The piecs
of land in question is. hetween the main
King’s Park and the Fremantle-road, right
outside the park fence altogether. YWhat use
15 it to the park?

Hon. J, M. Macfarlane: Quite a lot. Tt
conld be fenced and ineluded in the park.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All the
hoard can do for years to come is to develap
the pavk itself.

Hon. E, H. Harris: Are there any other
pieces of land belonging to the park out-
side the fence?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 do not
know. The land is cut off from the park
by a road.

Hon. W. 1. Kitson: What i= intended t»
ha done with the land?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tt wil! he
used for veereafion purposes. It will not be
commercialised in any way,

Hon. G. FRASER: The Minister states
the land will be used for recreation pur-
poses, and he will give a guarantee to that
cffect. T would like {0 know the particular
kind of recreation. | take the stand Mr.
Drew takes. T am not prepaved to agree to
the giving away of the park lands at all
I opnose the amendment.



2370

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: 1 also op-
pose the amendment. Notwithstanding that
the piece of land is outside King's Park, it
will be very valuable to the park.

The Chief Secervtary: What valu. would
you place on it?

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: There are
several ways in which it could Le used. Tt
is better to leave it in a state of nature
than fo agree to its being excised from
Iling's Park,

Hou. W. H. KITSON: Two or three scs-
sions ago we had a long debate with regaril
to aother portions of King's Park which were
not exactly excised from the park, but whick
were then used and are used to-day for
recreation purposes. The general public are
exclnded from those particular portions, un-
lees they eave fo assert their right to ol.jeet
to the charges made for admission and in-
siet npon going on to those portions o the
park, irrespective of any rules or regula-
tions of a tennis ¢lub or anv other sassocia-
tion. If the piece of land in question is
excised from King’s Park, it is quite pos-
gible it may become the exclusive property,
for a period, at any rate, of sowe other
organisation similar te the Kings Park
Tennis Club. The Committee should he
eiven information as to what is interded to
he done with the land. It is quite possible
for the land to be utilisnd for reercation
purposes and not be commereinlised.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Member-
have spoken as though T had more informa-
tion to give them. I can assure the Com-
mittee I have not.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Committee is
entitled to more information on the matter.
"In the ahsenee of that information, we cughi
to strike out the clause. In spite of what
the Minister snys, the land could he disposed
of, if it were excised from King's Park,
under part HI. of the Tand Aet, 1898

Hen, J. M. DREW: T am aware of the
Minister’s gond intentions, but in this in-
stomee his guavantres ave quite valueless,
for another Governmenl coming into office
may take a diffevent view altozether, There
is in the communiiy a fecling that this area
of land is to be devoied Lo quite a different
ohject. On Sunday mmorning T was rung up
by a leading lady .citizen of Perth, who told
me the ohject was to get land for the erec-
tion of a hospital in King's Park, the idea
heing te get this three acres of land in the
first place, procerd with the ercetion of the
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hospital, and subscquently make further de-
mands. That is bheing repeated amongst
people outside. If the present Government
do not avail themselves of the land for this
purpose, prohably some other Government
will do so with the authority of Parliament,
for Parliament could not well refuse #if
there was a fine building erected on the
three acres and a further area was required
for gardens and grounds. The University is
agitating for the ercetion of a hospital
within close reach of its buildings. Within
the next five ar ten years the University will
he taking medieal students, and =0 this wounld
be a very suitable site for a hospital wlera
those students could pursue their studies, [
am strongly opposed to any further areas of
King’s Park being annexed for any purpose
whatever.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am as-
tounded at Mr. Drew. 1n the first place the
area is altogethor too small for the pur-
pose of a hospital. Nor is a eross-road =z
suitable place for a hospital, especially when
theve is heavy traflie on one of those roads.
1 wn now informed by the vesponsible Min-
ister that the block is to be used for eduea-
tional purposes.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T have turned op
Part ITI. of the Land Aet reforred to in
this e¢lause, and [ find that undee that Pars
this land may be used £or the henclit of abo-
rigines, or for a ecemetery or church or
chapel, or for a town hall, mechanics’ insti-
tute, or a numher of other purposes, includ-
ing a resting place for {ravelling stock. Now
we are told it is to be used for educational
purposes.  And it is suggested that a hos-
pital on this site will be very nseful to Unj-
versity medieal stodents desiring to cut up
corpses,

Hon. G, FRASIER: First of all we were
told the land was to be used for comnercial
purposes, and now we are told it is to be
reserved for educational purposes, That
means definitely that the general poblie will
he cut off from the use of that land, and so
I will vote against the clause,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE: Already
there have been several excisions from the
park. The late Hon. A. Lovekin comhbatted
even the placing of a bore in the park, for
which only about 12 perches of land was
recuired,  Then there are within the park
n tennis club, a howling cluly, n craquet clab,
tite Hale School playgreund, aud the reser-
voirs, all making it very easy for a future
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Government to resume land there for a hos-
pilal.  Already o Minister of the Crown has
~aid it would he quite a good place for a
nospital. and 1 know it is in the minds of
other people to have further excisions made
from rhe park.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Mr. Macfar-
lane is quite wrong, for the accommodation
of tennic and bowling clubs within the
King’s Park was the respunsibility, not of
any Government, but of the King's Park
Board, Nor have any excisions been made
on aecount of those clubs, for the land on
which their respective properties stand still
helongs to the park. The picce of land dealt
with in the clause is outside the park and
cannot he ured for any park purpose.

Hon. W. I. KITSOXN: I eannot help
thinking we are nat getting all the informa-
tion to which we are entitled. We are now
told it is proposed to use this land for edu-
cational purposes. [ cannot understand the
Government hringing down such a claunse
unless some conerefe proposition had heen
previounsly put to the Government.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Put up by Shapcott,
the chairman of the Gardens Board.

Hon. W, H., KITSON: Originally we
were told it was to be for recreation pur-
posex. Then it was deelared it was not in-
tended to commercialise the land, and now
we are told it is to be used for edneational
purposes.  Ulearly we should have further
information about it.

Hen, G. W, MILES: It is the duty of
the Committee to delete the elause. We do
not want (Government interference with
Class “A" yeserves,

The Chief Seeretary:
A" reserve.

Hon. G. W. MILES: It 15 included in
King’s Park, which is a Class “A’ reserve.
We should not permit this or any other Gov-
ernment to interfere with Class “A” re-
serves. I hope the clause will be deleted.

This is not a Classz

Postponed clause put and a division taken

with the fellowing result—
Ayes 2
Noes 17
Majority against 15
AYES,
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hoo. E. H. H. Hall
(Teller.)
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Hon. L. B, Bolten .
Hoa. J. M. Drew
Hon. G. Fraser
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon., V. Hamersley

Hon. R, G. Moaore
ilon. Sir C. Nathan
Hon. M, V. Pirsse
I Hon. E. Rose

Hon. H. Seddon

Hon, J. J. Holmea |  Hon. A. Thomson
Hon, W, H. Kitson Hon. ¢. H. Witienoom
Hon, J. M. Maclarlane l Hon. E. H. Harrlg
Hon, G. W. Miles {Teller.)

Clause thus negatived.

Postponed Clause 8, First schedule, See-
ond schedule, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

House adjourncd at 0.7 pm.
Regislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 13th December, 1932.
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Uonference

Bulk H:m(lllnm Com,

The SPEAKER took the Chair «i 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASBSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieutenani-Governor
received and read notifying assent to the
I'ublic Service Appeal Board Act Amend-
ment Bill,

QUESTION—MIGRANTS,
REPATRIATION,

Mr. SLEEMAXN (without notice) asked
the P'remier: Ts he aware that Australians
are heing repatriated from Canada owing
to their being a charge on that country? If



